Homily 3rd Sunday of OT Year B 2012

Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 

We just heard Mark's version of the call of the first disciples.  It should sound familiar because the other three gospels include similar versions.  In fact, we just heard John's account last Sunday.  That one’s a little different, and it’s worth pointing out the difference now.

In that story, it’s not Jesus directly, but others who inspire people to follow him.  Remember it was only when John the Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb of God” that two of his disciples followed Jesus as he walked by.  

One of them, Andrew, brought his brother Simon Peter to Jesus after telling him, “We have found the Messiah.”  You’ll also recall from last week how Samuel came to know God was calling him only after Eli pointed that out.  Keep this dynamic in mind, as you reflect on this today’s message.

I suppose it's interesting to hear how Jesus got the ball rolling as he walked along the sea that day, but the story should do more than peak our interest.  It should remind us that Jesus has invited each of us to come after him, so he can make us, who he wants us to be.

I’m not the only one here, of whom Jesus wants to make something. He has something in mind for each of you too.  For most, it’s probably not to be fishers of men and women … but it’s something that could surprise you, by how different it is, than what you have in mind for yourselves.  

Four examples of how God surprises with his plans for people, as he works in his mysterious ways.  First, there's St. Paul, whose conversion we celebrate on Wednesday.  

Do you think he ever imagined God would strike him down on the road to Damascus, speak to him, and blind him for days, so that he would come to see his persecution of Christians transformed, into his fearless preaching of the gospel?  

Do you think Mary ever imagined God would ask her to become the virgin mother of his only Son?  She didn't.  She was greatly troubled and afraid.  Her first response to the angel was essentially, "Are you out of your mind?"

I can tell you, I never imagined becoming a priest, not in my wildest dreams.  In fact, for most of my life, I would've considered such a dream a horrible nightmare, because nothing could have been further, from what I envisioned for myself.  

So it was a huge surprise to me, and many others, that after 11 years of engineering, I would leave it all behind, and start the six years of study, for what I'm doing here today.  

In Advent I mentioned a seventy something year old who’s more fulfilled now than she’s ever been, because she’s offered herself one hundred percent, as a handmaid of the Lord.  What I didn’t mention were the decades leading up to that.

She entered the convent in her late teens and was a nun for a decade, give or take.  She discerned that wasn’t her call, was released from her vows, and returned to the world.  She married a man she probably shouldn’t have, and after years together, they were released from their vows, by the Church.

More years went by as she wandered without a real sense of purpose or direction, until she met the man of her dreams, himself a widower with children.  They were happily married for decades, and then she became his caregiver, until his illness made her a widow too.

It was a year or so after his death, that she felt called to renew her relationship with God, and her life hasn’t been the same since.  Only God can effect these kinds of transformations in people's lives, but only if, they're willing to be transformed. 

There’s a sense of urgency in today's readings, and we shouldn't let the centuries that have gone by since their writing, take the edge off.  We're still in the time of fulfillment; the kingdom of God remains at hand; repentance and conversion must be a regular part of our lives.

Now, I'm not about to tell those with husbands or wives to act as not having them.  But I will say, we all need to act as not being lackadaisical or lukewarm, in our lives of faith, and crank up the fervor, because the Lord could return at any time, and we need to be ready.  

The timing of today’s readings is noteworthy.  We’re well beyond Advent and Christmas; New Year’s came and went weeks ago; Lent is a month away.  We’re in Ordinary Time … and that means the need to reflect on and embrace, what the Lord wants to make of us, is always in season.  

So we shouldn't wait around for something dramatic to happen, like the stop, drop, and role-reversal God granted to St. Paul.  He's more likely to beckon us first, by whispering softly in our ear, or tugging gently at our heart.

These stirrings in our soul shouldn't be ignored.  It's up to us to listen for them, discern their meaning, and act on them.  The possibilities they represent will only be realized if we realize, like the folks in Nineveh …

… that we need to turn away from ourselves, and turn more fully toward God … that we must take the time to sit in ‘sackcloth and ashes’:  to pray, to fast, to offer penance, as our way of letting God know we're open to his will, and willing to change as needed.

Because you see, what God has in store for you could be beyond your wildest dreams.  I don't mean that in the sense that you'll think what's in store, is that much more amazing … at least not right away.  I mean it in the sense that it's not about your dreams at all.

Instead, it's all about what God has dreamed for you.  And so I ask you:  Will you ask him often, what he wants to make of you?  Will you offer him the humility and the courage he needs from you, to transform your life?  Will you cooperate with your God … and let him make his dreams for you … come true?
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