Homily 2nd Sunday of OT Year B 2012 1 Sam 3:3-10, 19; 1 Cor 6:13-15, 17-20

What's interesting about our friend Samuel from the first reading is that even though God spoke to him directly in an extraordinary way, it was only through the insightful mediation of another human being, Eli, that Samuel came to recognize God's voice. 

Now Samuel and Eli were pretty tight, so it was easy for Samuel to trust Eli's advice.  But God might send Elis of unlikely sorts into our lives, and we have to be wary of dismissing them, without discerning if their message might be divinely inspired. 

As a faithful Christian, I’ve paid attention to many Elis in my life.  And as a man divinely called to priesthood, and appointed your pastor, I recognize and accept my role to be an Eli for you, even when the message might make you feel uncomfort-able, angry, unsettled, or challenged.  Today’s message qualifies as such.

"The body is not for immorality, but for the Lord."  It's not crystal clear in the passage we heard from St. Paul, but had we heard some of the surrounding verses, it would be obvious that Paul is talking about sexual immorality.

In our world today, you’d be hard pressed to convince many people that this kind of immorality even exists, as long as no one is harmed in the process, and the activity takes place among mutually consenting adults.  Well, the moral law is not defined by whatever adults mutually consent to, nor by popular opinion.

The idea that it is, or that it should be, is a lie planted in the minds and hearts of people by the Evil One.  Satan, the Father of Lies, would like us to believe that we have the right to exercise absolute sovereignty over the totality of our lives, including our bodies, because our lives, our bodies, belong to us.

Therefore, in the name of freedom, we should be able to pursue anything that makes us happy or gives us pleasure….  But as appealing as such a philosophy might seem, it does not jive with God’s truth.

St. Paul makes clear God’s truth to the Corinthians.  The body is for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.  The body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, a gift we have within us, from God.  We are not our own.  We do not belong to ourselves, nor do our bodies belong to us. 

For we have been purchased at a price … an incredibly high price paid by God's only begotten Son.  We just finished celebrating his departure from heaven to become one of us … a helpless baby boy in a manger … for you and for me.  

He lived a simple, obedient, hard working life, beset with temptation and suffering … for you and for me.  He gave up his will for the will of his Father.  He was rejected, abandoned, and imprisoned … for you and for me. 

He was whipped, beaten, and mocked; bloodied by a crown of thorns and crushed under a heavy Cross … to which he was nailed, from which he hung, on which he suffocated and died … offering his body, his life … for you and for me.

Therefore, we must glorify God in our body.  Relative to our sexuality, God is only glorified, when that gift is shared between a husband and wife, and only when they share it in ways, that simultaneously remain open to new life in children, and that both express and foster, their love.

Any other use of the gift, either alone or with someone else, does not glorify God, but glorifies the Devil.  In other words, any other use of the gift is sinful.  And depending on what’s in one’s heart, when misusing the gift, he or she risks mortal sin, which normally requires sacramental confession for forgiveness.

_______________________

I would be remiss, if I failed to mention something else. which easily rises to the level, of grave sin.  It is a bona fide plague in our society, which seems to be making ever greater inroads, and gaining ever wider acceptance across our culture.  It is the woefully wicked world of adult entertainment.

In all of its forms, whether one is a patron thereof, or participant therein, it represents the antithesis of glorifying God in the body.  It does not glorify God, but it horrifies God.  It degrades the human person: reducing one made in God’s image and likeness, to merely a beast, used and abused for passion and pleasure.


It is destroying marriages, devastating families, and jeopardizing the salvation of those it seduces and enslaves.  It is never good; it is never harmless; it is always sinful:  even if it’s used to “spice up” the love life, of a husband and wife. 

Brothers and sisters, it is not easy to be a good steward of one’s body in this world.  I am every bit as human as you, and so I know the difficulty too.  Priesthood preserves a man neither from temptation, nor struggle.  But the challenge of chastity is not an excuse to be unchaste.  

God also knows the difficulty.  And God is patient and merciful, both as we struggle, and when we fall.  He only asks that we remain committed to conversion, and continue the quest for holiness, in body, mind, and spirit.

​​_______________________

I’ve focused on only one aspect of our embodiment today, but the principle Paul describes applies well beyond the wholesome exercise of our sexuality.  Our bodies are used for everything.  We need them to eat, drink, walk … to think, dream, talk … to listen and to love.  

In fact, I defy you to think of a single thing you do, for which you don't need your body in some way.  The body is required for all human activity.  So no human activity is for immorality, but it's all for the Lord.  That began at our baptism, by which our bodies became members of Christ, and we became one spirit with him.

So … when our mouths are tempted to speak an off color joke, an insulting remark, or something profane … or when our ears are tempted to listen to and delight in the same…. When our eyes are tempted to look upon someone with envy, or judgment, or lust….  When our hands are tempted to hurt … by violence, or gestures, or not reaching out as we must…

Remember … we are not our own.  Our bodies are not our own.  We have been purchased at a price.  Therefore, before we act, we must always and everywhere pause to ask, 'How will what I'm about to say, do, think, or feel, glorify God in my body?  How right-at-home will his Spirit be, in HIS temple of flesh that is me?'
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